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Brussels, 18 October 2001

8UEDQ� ,,� SURJUDPPH�� (XURSHDQ� 8QLRQ� DSSURYHV
(852������PLOOLRQ�VXSSRUW� IRU�XUEDQ�UHJHQHUDWLRQ� LQ
/HLS]LJ��*HUPDQ\

7KH� (XURSHDQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� KDV� DSSURYHG� D� SURJUDPPH� IRU� XUEDQ
UHJHQHUDWLRQ� LQ� /HLS]LJ�� *HUPDQ\�� 7KLV� 85%$1�� &RPPXQLW\� ,QLWLDWLYH
3URJUDPPH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�DERXW�¼�������PLOOLRQ�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�RYHU
WKH�SHULRG������������7KH�(XURSHDQ�IXQGLQJ�KDV�DWWUDFWHG�DERXW�¼���PLOOLRQ
LQ� IXUWKHU� LQYHVWPHQW� IURP� WKH� SXEOLF� VHFWRU�� FUHDWLQJ� WRWDO� UHVRXUFHV� RI
¼������PLOOLRQ�� 3ULRULWLHV� ZLOO� LQFOXGH� WKH� VXSSRUW� RI� HQWHUSULVH� DQG� MRE
FUHDWLRQ�� KXPDQ� UHVRXUFHV� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� SURMHFWV� WR� SURPRWH� HTXDO
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� SURPRWLRQ� RI� FLWL]HQV¶� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKHLU� GLVWULFW� DQG
VROLGDULW\�� LPSURYHPHQW� RI� WKH� XUEDQ� IDEULF� DQG� VRFLR�FXOWXUDO� DQG� OHLVXUH
DFWLYLWLHV�

Announcing the decision, Michel BARNIER, Member of the European Commission
responsible for regional policy, said: “The URBAN Community Initiative is a creative
and innovative approach to urban regeneration. These programmes have a strong
"grassroots" emphasis, involving local people at all stages in the decision making
process. The programme for the city of Leipzig is no exception. It mobilises a strong
local partnership and I fully endorse the programme priorities. I am confident that this
programme will make a substantial contribution to urban regeneration in the city of
Leipzig.”

The programme area covers the western part of the city of Leipzig (Plagwitz,
Lindenau/Altlindenau, and parts of Kleinzschocher and Leutzsch) with a population
of 31,000. The area forms part of a mixed industrial area dating from the end of the
19th century. Since German reunification, the city has been facing radical changes
and strong social and economic problems: decline of population, structural
weaknesses in the local economy, derelict industrial areas, high unemployment,
decline in employment, insufficient implementation of equal opportunities,
environmental damage, vacant properties, decline of residential areas.

The programme aims to tackle these problems with three main priorities:

- Development of enterprises and jobs, human resources and promotion of equal
opportunities (Community contribution: ¼�����PLOOLRQ��

- Promotion of citizens’ identification with their district and solidarity, improvement
of the urban fabric (Community contribution: ¼�����PLOOLRQ��

- Socio-cultural and leisure infrastructure�(Community contribution: ¼�����PLOOLRQ�
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An additional amount of ¼�����PLOOLRQ��Community contribution) will finance technical
assistance.

The programme has some very innovative features, for example: support of
handicraft services in the neighbourhood, support for the creation of enterprises for
young people, networking of those involved in employment initiatives, local area
management, greening of backyards, integration of socially disadvantaged people in
the area.

As with all URBAN programmes, this programme will be funded by the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) under the responsibility of Mr Barnier.

85%$1
The goal of the URBAN Community Initiative is "economic and social regeneration of
cities and of neighbourhoods in crisis in order to promote sustainable urban
development". The second round of URBAN ("URBAN II") will cover the period 2001-
2006, supporting 70 deprived urban areas across the EU. Total funding from the EU
alone will be ¼�������PLOOLRQ� and this will attract at least as much again in matched
funding from both public and private sectors.

The total URBAN allocation for Germany amounts to ¼�������PLOOLRQ�. Programmes
have been submitted for Berlin, Bremerhaven, Dessau, Dortmund, Gera, Kassel,
Kiel, Leipzig, Luckenwalde, Mannheim/Ludwigshafen, Neubrandenburg and
Saarbrücken.

A particular feature of URBAN II is the development of innovative models for urban
regeneration. Another feature is a strong emphasis on partnership and on involving
local actors. There will also be an exchange of information and experience on
sustainable urban development across the European Union.

URBAN II is financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
Funding is available for initiatives such as the renovation of buildings and public
spaces, local employment initiatives, the improvement of education and training
systems for disadvantaged groups, the development of environmentally friendly
public transport systems, the introduction of more efficient energy management
systems and the use of renewable energy, developing the potential created by
information society technologies.

The Commission adopts programmes which are proposed by a partnership including
local and community groups. These programmes run for the whole of the period
2001-2006 and local actors are involved at all stages in this process.
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0DQDJLQJ�$XWKRULW\
Sächsisches Staatsministerium des Innern
Wilhelm-Buck-Strasse 2
D-01097 Dresden
Phone: + 49 3515643540
Fax: + 49 3515643509
E-mail: stephan.langer@smi.sachsen.de

)XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ

More detailed information on URBAN be found in MEMO/01/301 of 25 September
2001 or at the following website:

European Commission : http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int/urban/


